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Abstract: The Palestinian cause remains one of the most enduring humanitarian and political issues
shaping modern Arab consciousness and influencing Arabic literature, culture, and intellectual
thought. Within this context, The Arabs Will Return to Palestine by a Nigerian philosopher, historian,
and Arabic scholar Mustafa Zaghloo!l As-Sanusiy represents an important contribution to symbolic
resistance literature in Africa. Written during the author's missionary journey to the Arab East in 1965,
the work combines historical awareness with literary artistry to affirm the justice for Palestinian cause
and the inevitability of return. It also demonstrates the engagement of African Arabic literature with
global humanitarian struggles while highlighting the contribution of a distinguished literary voice from
Yorubaland. This study analyzes the symbolic structure and historical vision embedded in the text,
focusing on the literary and rhetorical strategies through which the author constructs a discourse of
resistance. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach informed by symbolic and interpretive
criticism, it examines the expressive, persuasive, and ideological functions of the text's symbolic
patterns. The findings reveal that the author employs recurring symbols, historical allusions, and
persuasive rhetorical devices to transform the Palestinian struggle into a universal symbol of justice,
resilience, and hope. The analysis further shows that symbolism functions not only as an aesthetic
device but also as a means of preserving historical memory, strengthening collective identity, inspiring
resistance, and fostering solidarity across geographical and cultural boundaries. The study concludes
that the successful integration of historical narrative with symbolic expression produces a literary
discourse that is both artistically compelling and politically engaged. Its significance lies in drawing
scholarly attention to an underexplored contribution of African Arabic literature, enriching
contemporary studies of resistance literature, and reaffirming the power of symbolic writing as an
effective medium for cultural advocacy and historical preservation.

Keyword: Critical literary study, Historical vision, Mustafa Zaghlool, Palestine, Symbolism.
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